Guidelines for establishing UK Dark Sky Discovery sites
These guidelines are for local community groups and organisations that are involved in the Dark Sky Scotland programme and that would like to nominate a local open space as a Dark Sky Discovery Site.
The night sky

The night sky has a huge appeal to a wide diversity of people.  It enthralls people both young and old, regardless of background.  It inspires poetry and science. Perhaps for these reasons, the night sky is important to cultures across the world and throughout history.  It is also the one part of our environment that we share in common, wherever we live in Scotland. 

What is a dark sky?

A dark sky is a night sky that has relatively little light pollution.  In most places in our cities and towns – and even smaller rural places – lighting from buildings and street lamps shines into the night sky or directly into our eyes, preventing us from seeing most of the stars.  A dark sky gives us much better views of the constellations, planets, shooting stars and many other spectacles.
What is a Dark Sky Discovery Site?
Every community has its best local place for seeing the stars on a clear night.  This could be a park, a playing field or some other open space.  The idea of Dark Sky Discovery sites is for a local organisation or community group to choose and nominate this location as a “Dark Sky Discovery Site”, to encourage local people, schools and groups to use it to enjoy the night sky.   The site will become part of a network of Dark Sky Discovery Sites in communities across Scotland, in rural and urban areas. From these places – even in towns and cities - people will be able to see the wonders of the night sky.
What makes for a good Dark Sky Discovery Site?

There are two sets of factors to consider: safety and pollution levels.  We explain these fully below.   The site does not have to be perfect in terms of all the factors.   While light pollution and sightlines are important factors, the site MUST be accessible and safe for people to use.       

Criteria for Dark Sky Discovery sites 
1. Safe and easy to use
These factors are all about choosing a site that is easy to access and safe for people to visit.

· Look for a location that is within walking distance for many people in the community.   It might even be a place that many people are already walking through after dark, such as a town park or a campsite. If it involves a car drive or bus trip, fewer people in your community are likely to visit it.  However, car parking and bus stops close to the site will help make it accessible to more people. 

· Ideally, the site will be used by schools and other community groups.  So it needs to be large enough to accommodate groups of up to 40 people.  At least 50m x 50m is a good size – this is about half a football pitch.  
· The site should be somewhere that people can, with reasonable care, use safely in the dark.  Consider how level the ground is and whether there are hazards such as water features.  Avoid sites that are known locations for anti-social behaviour.  
2. Light pollution and sightlines
These two factors are about how much of a big, dark sky you can see from the site.  
· The site should be free from the worst of the local light pollution.  Typically this means away from, or shielded from, bright lights such as street lights, security lights or approaching car headlights. 
· The site should have reasonably good sightlines in all directions.  Typically this means away from tall building, trees and high ground.     
The site does not need to be perfectly dark with a low horizon in all directions. Put simply, the site should give people who are not familiar with the night sky a “wow” factor when they look up on a clear night.  
Follow the Scottish Outdoor Access Code

In choosing the site, be responsible and follow the Scottish Outdoor Code.  This includes: respecting people’s privacy and peace of mind; and helping land managers and others to work safely and effectively.  Follow the Code by talking to the landowners and land managers about your choice of site.  If you are not sure who to discuss this with, contact your local authority – a good place to start is its countryside ranger service.
www.outdooraccess-scotland.com
How to nominate a Dark Sky Discovery Site
Nominating a site involves four steps:
· Contact the Dark Sky Project Officer (details below) to discuss the potential site/s and to obtain a nomination form. 

· Involve people in your organisation or community group in the choice of site.

· Consult with the landowner and others if necessary about your site.

· Submit your completed nomination form.

We will contact the organisations you have consulted with before confirming the new Dark Sky Discovery Site or explaining why it has not been accepted.  Successful nominations will be posted on the Dark Sky Scotland website.  We will endeavour to reply within 20 working days of receiving your nomination.  Dave Chalton, Dark Sky Project Officer, Royal Observatory Edinburgh, 0131 668 8343, dsc@roe.ac.uk, www.darkskyscotland.org.uk.
